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Exodus 19:1-8  English Standard Version (ESV)

Israel at Mount Sinai
On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the

wilderness of Sinai. They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the

wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the

mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I

did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey

my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you

shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”

So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him.

All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the

people to the LORD.
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The Ten Commandments
And God spoke all these words, saying,

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

“You shall have no other gods before  me.

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me,

but showing steadfast love to thousands  of those who love me and keep my commandments.

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your
female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
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“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female
servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.”

Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain
smoking, the people were afraid  and trembled, and they stood far off and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will
listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you,
that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick
darkness where God was.

Footnotes:

a. Exodus 20:3 Or besides
b. Exodus 20:6 Or to the thousandth generation
c. Exodus 20:13 The Hebrew word also covers causing human death through carelessness or negligence
d. Exodus 20:18 Samaritan, Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Masoretic Text the people saw
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The Covenant Confirmed
Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and

worship from afar. Moses alone shall come near to the LORD, but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not
come up with him.”

Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the rules.  And all the people answered with one voice and
said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in
the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. And he
sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. And
Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. Then he took the Book of
the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be
obedient.” And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD

has made with you in accordance with all these words.”

Footnotes:

a. Exodus 24:3 Or all the just decrees
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The Golden Calf
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to

Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the
land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the
ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the rings of gold that
were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool
and made a golden  calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”

When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the
LORD.” And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down
to eat and drink and rose up to play.

And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted
themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a
golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!’” And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. Now
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great
nation of you.”

But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you
have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil
intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your
burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to
whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that
I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” And the LORD relented from the disaster that he
had spoken of bringing on his people.
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Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets that were
written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was
the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses,
“There is a noise of war in the camp.” But he said, “It is not the sound of shouting for victory, or the sound of the cry of
defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear.” And as soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing,
Moses' anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. He took the
calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of
Israel drink it.

And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought such a great sin upon them?” And
Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the people, that they are set on evil. For they said to me,
‘Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not
know what has become of him.’ So I said to them, ‘Let any who have gold take it off.’ So they gave it to me, and I threw it
into the fire, and out came this calf.”

Footnotes:

a. Exodus 32:4 Hebrew cast metal; also verse 8
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“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?11 

says the LORD;

I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams

and the fat of well-fed beasts;

I do not delight in the blood of bulls,

or of lambs, or of goats.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

“When you come to appear before me,12 

who has required of you

this trampling of my courts?

Bring no more vain offerings;13 

incense is an abomination to me.

New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—

I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly.

Your new moons and your appointed feasts14 

my soul hates;

they have become a burden to me;

I am weary of bearing them.

When you spread out your hands,15 

I will hide my eyes from you;

even though you make many prayers,

I will not listen;

your hands are full of blood.

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;16 
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remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;

cease to do evil,

    learn to do good;17 

seek justice,

correct oppression;

bring justice to the fatherless,

plead the widow's cause.
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“I hate, I despise your feasts,21 

and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,22 

I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,

I will not look upon them.
Take away from me the noise of your songs;23 

to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
But let justice roll down like waters,24 

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
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Be appalled, O heavens, at this;12 

be shocked, be utterly desolate,

declares the LORD,

for my people have committed two evils:13 

they have forsaken me,

the fountain of living waters,

and hewed out cisterns for themselves,

broken cisterns that can hold no water.
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Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples
After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. Simon

Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were
together. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into
the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them,
“Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and
you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. That disciple
whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer
garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net
full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards  off.

When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring
some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of
them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none
of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to
them, and so with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the
dead.

Jesus and Peter
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He

said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon,
son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He
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said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time,
“Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when
you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” (This
he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”

Jesus and the Beloved Apostle
Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against him during

the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what
about this man?” Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” So
the saying spread abroad among the brothers  that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not
to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”

This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his
testimony is true.

Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself
could not contain the books that would be written.

Footnotes:

a. John 21:8 Greek two hundred cubits; a cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters
b. John 21:23 Or brothers and sisters
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See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why
the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
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Overcoming the World

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever
has been born of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.

For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.
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